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This was my first visit to the US after the COVID-19 pandemic. | had planned to do research in the US for six months
on a sabbatical in 2020, but | had to cancel it just before departure due to the Japanese travel restrictions and the US
entry barriers. Since then, | have continued my research online. | am deeply grateful to the university for providing me with
the opportunity to do this research in the US. This overseas research was an excellent opportunity to engage in earnest
discussions with American scholars and to re-examine American society. It was readily observable that American society
had changed after four years of the Trump administration, especially after the coronavirus outbreak. The struggle over social
diversity had entered a new phase in the US.
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As with the entire world, the American politics faces various divisions and
conflicts. There is a strong sense of stagnation and despair in the current
American society, especially among the middle class and the working class,
and the number of people who are dissatisfied with the existing social,
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political and economic system is increasing. The target of their resentment is

deliberately pointed at newcomers, especially ethnic minority groups.
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One of the biggest outcomes of this research was to be reminded of the significance and challenge of multicultural i
education research. The four years of the Trump administration clearly rejected and reversed the diversification of American |
society and forcefully implemented the far-right politics. It is apparent that the greatest threats to humankind are ignorance, :
arrogance and prejudice, which breed racism, nationalism, authoritarianism and militarism. The future of humans does not i
rely on physical sciences but on critical education, dialogue, and empathy for the anguish of others. i
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We are now confronted with the need to rebuild the theory for advancing diversity as well as to challenge the idea of
"cancel culture” which resists the diversification of American society. We must conduct our research from both theoretical
and practical perspectives and show that diversity is the power that promotes prosperity and development in the world.

findings of the study
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On June 29, 2023, as | was working on this report, the Supreme Court of the United States ruled against affirmative action
at colleges and universities across America, stating that the race-conscious admissions programs at Harvard and the University
of North Carolina were illegal and severely limiting a policy that had long been a cornerstone of higher education. Some have
started to fear that the decision will ensure that the Asian American student population at the campuses of elite institutions
will increase. However, | believe the campuses of elite institutions will soon become whiter. It is regrettable to see that a
phenomenon as described in a song performed by the Japanese rock band, The Blue Hearts (1988) has been increasing: the
weak go out at night and beat up those who are even weaker than themselves (the original Japanese lyrics: FLWEEN Y BN
5(CggnEZz1=<). It is time for us once again to recall what Martin Nieméller, a German theologian and Lutheran pastor who
is known for his opposition to the Nazi regime, warned us of in 1946:

First they came for the socialists, and | did not speak out
—because | was not a socialist.

Then they came for the trade unionists, and | did not speak out
—because | was not a trade unionist.

Then they came for the Jews, and | did not speak out
—because | was not a Jew.

Then they came for me
—and there was no one left to speak for me.

Thomas Popkewit,
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1. Introduction

This study aims to explore various ways of rethinking teaching and learning in a global context, by presenting new interdisciplinary
research that bridges the fields of multicultural education, curriculum studies, philosophy and more. The study focuses on how
globalization and multiculturalism interact and influence each other, creating hybrid forms of education that vary across different
cultural settings. The study uses Japan and the United States as examples of high and low contrast in terms of globalization and
multiculturalism, and examines how these factors shape the educational practices and outcomes in these countries. The study
concludes with some implications and suggestions for future research in this emerging area.

2. Research Duration and Host Institution

Research Duration: August 3, 2022 - September 19, 2022 (48 days)

Host Institution: School of Education, University of Wisconsin-Madison, U.S.A.
The University of Wisconsin-Madison is a top-ranked major research institution located in Madison, Wisconsin. The University of
Wisconsin-Madison is well-known for its academic excellence. The university is home to a number of important scientific fields,
including research in the areas of stem cells, bone marrow transplants, wildlife management, and so on. The history of the School
of Education at the University of Wisconsin-Madison can be traced back to the teacher education program offered in the year
of 1848. For more than 170 years, the School of Education at the University of Wisconsin-Madison has been producing world-
class research and sending out outstanding researchers and educators to the world. The University of Wisconsin-Madison is also
renowned for its efforts to create a diverse, fair and inclusive campus for all members of the university.

A
School of Education Chancellor Mnookin addressing the students

3. Summary of the Research

This study examines the concept of globalization in relation to multiculturalism. According to Ritzer (2007), globalization refers to “the
spread of practices, the expansion of relations across continents, the organization of social life on a global scale, and the growth
of a shared global consciousness” (p. 4). This definition highlights the role of economic and cultural factors in shaping the global
society. However, Popkewitz (2010) argues that globalization is not only a reaction to the events in the world, but also a way of
constructing and interpreting the world. Globalization is a dynamic and contested process that involves different perspectives and
values.

Multiculturalism is a term that originated in the 1960s in Anglophone countries to address the human rights and equal
citizenship of non-European migrants. The concept of multiculturalism varies across countries and has changed over time since
its emergence. Multiculturalism can be understood from different perspectives, such as conservative, liberal, critical, and so on.
However, these perspectives are not fixed and have different interpretations. In the United States, multiculturalism is a theoretical
tool for minority groups to demand special recognition of their diversity within a dominant political culture. The notion of minority
is broad and inclusive, encompassing cultures, races, ethnicities, genders, sexual orientations, disabilities, and low-income groups.
Multiculturalism has influenced the social and political spheres, especially in the revision of school curricula in the United States
since the 1980s. The curricula from elementary to university levels were modified and enriched to include the contributions of
minority and marginalized social groups.

Contrary to the United States, Japan has a different approach to multiculturalism. In March 2006, the Ministry of
International Affairs and Communication issued a policy on promoting multicultural coexistence, called Multicultural Coexistence
Promotion Plan. However, this policy assumes a binary distinction between the Japanese people and foreigners, implying that the
Japanese are a homogeneous group in terms of culture and ethnicity. This reflects the belief that Japan is a racially homogenous
nation and that the Yamato are the only ethnic group in Japan. This policy ignores the existence of other ethnic groups that have
been living in Japan for a long time, such as the Ainu, who have their own language and culture, and the Koreans and Chinese, who
migrated to Japan before and during World War Il. These ethnic groups are not considered as part of the multicultural coexistence
in Japan (Qi, 2011). The Japanese government's policy is mainly aimed at newcomers who came to Japan in the early 1990s to
work in low-skilled industries, such as automotive and construction.

In addition, the research on Japanese multicultural education tends to concentrate on the pedagogical issues of teaching
Japanese language to minority students. Due to globalization, the number of minority children enrolled in Japanese public schools
increased in the late 1980s. The Ministry of Education revised the Course of Study in 1989 to emphasize teaching “Japan’s



splendid culture and traditions” through Japanese language and enhancing “the educational content to foster understanding and
affection for the Japanese nation and its history and to develop the qualities of Japanese people who can live independently in
the international community” (MESSC, 2000, p. 174). However, this type of Japanese language classes is often conducted in a
“segregated” style, where foreign students are separated from the regular Japanese language arts class and learn a simplified
version of Japanese.

4. In closing

The notion of inclusion and exclusion allows us to critically examine the concept of multiculturalism, and suggests that we
should question how we define and classify things as multiculturalism and multicultural education. The Japanese version of
multiculturalism creates a binary division between the Japanese people and foreigners. Furthermore, when the Japanese policy
makers and scholars discuss multicultural issues, they often ignore the dimensions of gender, sexual orientation, disability, and low-
income status. Similarly, when the educational researchers in the United States address multiculturalism, they tend to fall into the
“Black/Latino versus White binary” paradigm. Asian Americans are often excluded from the multicultural discourse. This exclusion is
invisible and unspoken. Of course, there is no such thing as a unified Asian America, as the ethnic diversity within Asian Americans
is significant. However, the exclusion of Asian Americans from multicultural discourse leads to the marginalization of Asian
Americans in racial justice agendas.

Postcolonial resistance challenges the analysis of colonial discourse by linking it to the material structures of colonial
exploitation and inequality (Jefferess, 2008). Edward Said (1995) complicates the relationship between the colonizer and the
colonized: “it is, rather than expresses, a certain will or intention to understand, in some cases to control, manipulate, even to
incorporate, what is a manifestly different (or alternative and novel) world” (p. 90). The colonizer expects the indigenous people
to accept the Western civilization as a superior form. The colonized indigenous people are assumed to internalize the colonizers’
claim of their indigenous inferiority and to obey the rules set by the “master.” In resistance, the colonized use their own languages
to articulate the oppression and racism of the colonizers. “Mimicry” is a phenomenon where the colonized indigenous people
become close to the mind and behaviors of the “master,” but the “master” then represses their internalization, preventing them
from fully assimilating with the “master.” This is a key feature of Japanese multiculturalism--Japanese teachers are expected to
teach Japanese language and culture to immigrant children, but also keep them from full integration. As globalization has become
increasingly associated with Westernization, especially Americanization, this same feature occurs when the West starts to fear the
“mimicry” of the West by those it influences, and resistance to globalization emerges in Western nations, including in the United
States.

5. Outcomes of the research project
The following is a partial listing of the research outcomes that have been presented and published:
a. International conferences:
1) “Discursive Constructions of Multiculturalism and Multicultural Education in Japan,” paper presented at 2023 Annual
Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Chicago, USA (virtual), May 2023.
2) “Teaching immigrant students: Paradoxes of Multiculturalism and Multicultural Education,” paper presented at the 67th
Comparative and International Educational Society Annual Conference, Washington, D.C., USA (virtual), February 2023.
b. Books
1) Hybridization, Classification and Transformations of Multiculturalism and Multicultural Education. In W. Zhao, T. Popkewitz
and T. Autio (Eds.), Epistemic Colonialism and the Transfer of Curriculum Knowledge across Borders: Applying a Historical
Lens to Contest Unilateral Logics (pp. 197-213). New York/London: Routledge, 2022.
2) [RANIOZ7 L DERHNSEEER. SEREESLEBEZZEZ 2], ALAIRFE 70—V EEABAREEREE]. —&
. pp. 91-107. 2022,
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